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a prescribed hazard as defined in the Housing Act 2004. These are
hazards that pose a risk to the health or safety of an occupier. It is
not enough that one of these hazards exists – the presence of the
hazard must mean that the property is "not reasonably suitable for
occupation".
In short, the standard is high before the Court will be satisfied that
a property is not reasonably suitable for occupation. However,
standards today are higher. The Court will be looking at some
defect that poses a risk to the health and safety of a tenant which
means that the property is uninhabitable. Mere disrepair is not
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enough. It is always a question of fact as to whether there is a risk
to health. One main area this will affect will be dampness and
associated mould growth.

